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FOUR UM LAW STUDENTS 
NAMED TO DEFENDER PROJECT
Four U n iv e r s ity  o f  Montana Lav School ju n io r s  are th e  s e le c te d  p a r t ic ip a n ts  
in  th e  Montana D efender P r o je c t  t h is  summer, a cco rd in g  t o  W illiam  F. Crowley o f 
th e  UM law f a c u l t y ,  who i s  s ta t e  d ir e c t o r  o f  th e  p r o je c t .
Those s e le c te d  are Harry D. E n d sley o f  B ig fo rk , Kenneth D. P eterso n  o f 
C h ester, J . Dwaine Royhal o f B i l l i n g s ,  and M arsh all W. Dennis o f M issoula, 
fo rm e rly  o f  L a n ca ste r, C a l i f o r n ia .  A l l  w i l l  e n te r  t h e ir  se n io r  ye a r  in  the 
UM law sch o o l t h i s  f a l l .
The Montana D efender P r o je c t  i s  d esign ed  t o  f u l f i l l  th re e  n eed s. I t  w i l l  
a s s i s t  th e  d efen se  o f  Indians appearin g in  fe d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  co u rt hy p ro v id in g  
b a c k g ro u n d in v e stig a tio n  fo r  t h e i r  d e fe n se .
I t  w i l l  a id , seco n d ly , th e  Montana Supreme Court in  i t s  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f 
hand w r it te n  w r it s  o f  habeas corpus from in d ig e n t p r is o n e r s , and t h ir d ly ,  i t  
w i l l  be a v a lu a b le  e d u ca tio n  t o o l  fo r  p u tt in g  se n io r  law stu d en ts  in  c lo s e r  
c o n ta c t w ith  th e a c tu a l  p r a c t ic e  o f t h e i r  p r o fe s s io n .
Throughout th e  p r o je c t ,  Crowley em phasized, th e  law se n io rs  w i l l  be w orking 
c lo s e ly  w ith  a tto rn e y s  a ssig n ed  t o  th e  c a se s , th e  co u rts  and th e UM law f a c u l t y .  
The Montana D efender P r o je c t  i s  supported fo r  i t s  f i r s t  th re e  y e a rs  by a 
$5 ^ , 1 5 0  g ran t from th e  N a tio n a l L ega l A id and D efender A s s o c ia t io n  and by the 
UM Law School on a m atching b a s is .
(more)
The A s s o c ia t io n  i s  funded by th e  Ford Foundation, and i t  supports v a r ie d  
programs -with th e  in te n tio n  o f h e lp in g  them t o  ta k e  r o o t .  W illiam  J . Jamison, 
judge o f  th e  F ed era l D i s t r i c t  Court fo r  Montana in  B i l l i n g s ,  i s  a member o f th e  
A s s o c i a t i o n s  N a tio n a l A d v iro sy  Board. Judge Jamison, a spearhead fo r  th e  
Montana p r o je c t ,  has been in stru m en ta l in  a c q u ir in g  o f f i c e  space in  th e B i l l i n g s  
and Glasgow fe d e r a l  b u ild in g s  fo r  th e  p r o je c t  p a r t ic ip a n t s ,  E ndsley and Dennis, 
a ssig n ed  to  c a rry  out th e  Indian  concerns o f th e  program in  th o se  area s  re s p e c ­
t i v e l y ,  Crowley re p o rte d .
Judge Jamison has a ls o  appointed  a d v iso ry  groups o f a tto rn e y s  t o  work w ith  
th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  e a s te rn  Montana. Because Judge Jamison-1 s co u rt handles most 
o f th e  In dian  ca ses  which appear b e fo re  fe d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  co u rt in  Montana, he 
w i l l  a s s ig n  th e  p r o je c t  p a r t ic ip a n ts  t o  th o se  ca ses  he deems n e c e ssa ry .
The Montana Supreme Court o fte n  has i n s u f f i c i e n t  ev id en ce  t o  co n sid e r a 
han d w ritten  w r it  o f  habeaus corpus from an in d ig e n t p r iso n e r  in  th e  s t a t e  p r iso n .
P r o je c t  p a r t ic ip a n t s ,  P e te rso n  and R oybal, w i l l  be assign ed  by th e  Supreme 
Court t o  in te rv ie w  th e  p r iso n e rs  fo r  th e  f a c t s  in  t h e i r  c a s e s . They w i l l  a c ­
q u ire  th e  low er co u rt re co rd s  and l i s t  th e  p o s s ib le  e r r o r s  fo r  re v ie w .
Then th e y  w i l l  p re se n t a l l  t h e i r  re se a rc h  in  th e  proper le g a l  form t o  th e  
h igh  co u rt fo r  i t s  c o n s id e ra tio n , fu r th e r  re se a rc h  and p o s s ib ly  h e a rin g s  and 
th en  th e review  o f  th e  t r ib u n a l .
The p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  t h i s  a sp e ct o f  th e  program w i l l  be s ta t io n e d  in  M issoula  
fo r  th e  summer. When th e  academ ic ye a r b eg in s  a t th e  UM Law Sch ool, a l l  fo u r 
p r o je c t  p a r t ic ip a n ts  w i l l  co n tin u e t o  re se a rc h  p r is o n e r s ' w r its  u n t i l  th e  
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The fo u r p a r t ic ip a n t s  in  th e  program v e re  s e le c t e d  from among 19  a p p lic a n ts  
on th e b a s is  o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  p r o j e c t /  c la s s  stan d in g  and le g a l  a b i l i t i e s .  
They -w ill have a -week’ s o r ie n t a t io n  a t  th e  La-w School and in  th e  F ed era l D i s t r i c t .  
Court and th e  Montana Supreme C ourt, b e fo re  th e y  commence t h e i r  d u t ie s  t h is  
summer.
E ndsley h old s a B .S . d egree in  g e n e ra l cu rricu lu m  from Montana S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  
a t  Bozeman, P e te rso n  a B .S . d egree in  econom ics from Brigham Young, Roybal an 
A .B . degree in  p sych o lo g y  from Wheaton C o lle g e  and Dennis anB.A. d egree in  
h is t o r y  and p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  from th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  Montana.
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